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President’s Message

2019 was a great year for POWWW!  

We sponsored over 15 different events, ranging 

from foraging hikes to film programs to dragonfly 

seminars. The attendance has been the largest we 

have ever seen at previous POWWW events, thanks 

to traditional newspaper advertising and to social 

media. Many trail changes have been made, and 

we hope to see the first version of the MCPC map 

of Jonathan’s Woods reflecting this in 2020.

Much of this new success is due to our increased 

connectivity with our potential audience. This was 

accomplished with an upgraded website, social 

media and a new quarterly newsletter,  Our Face-

book posting of events has been a very popular 

means for keeping up with our many activities. 

New POWWW brochures have also been produced. 

This year we were thrilled to learn that we had 

been awarded a grant from the Highlands Coalition 

to help defray some of the costs involved. We also 

accomplished a long-sought closing on a 5.4 acre 

parcel, to be preserved as open space and expand-

ing Jonathan’s Woods. We look forward to the 

New Year with anticipation for continuing our 

annual activities as well as adding some exciting 

new ones.
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Attendance

Connecting Our 
Community with
Nature

New Year’s Day Hike

Environmental Film Screening

Rid Litter Day

Wildflower Walk

Bird Watching Walk

Big Sit Birdathon

Secrets of The Forest

Dragonfly Walk

Mushroom Identification

Denville Green Fair

Hawkwatch Hike

Trailwork Party

Fall Foliage Hike

AGM Meeting and Hike

Winter Scavenger Hunt

EDUCATIONAL
EVENTS & HIKES

15

In 2019 we offered many new

educational hikes for children and 

adults. The attendance has been 

the largest we have ever seen,

thanks to traditional newspaper

advertising, digital newsletters,

and social media.

Much of this new 

success is due to our

increased connectivity

with our potential

audience. 

Year in Review



Hillcrest Drive Property

5.4 

acres added to
Jonathan’s Woods

The closing finally took place on May 28 for the 5.4 acres of 

property on Hillcrest Drive, Denville. About 4 acres of this 

property was donated by Mr. Robert Donaldson, and is to be 

named The George Huntington Donaldson and Etta Beekman 

Donaldson Wildlife Area. The deed for the entire property will 

reside with Denville. An extension of the Blue Trail is planned 

through the newly acquired open space. The picture below 

shows Jim Florance turning over the deed to 

Mayor Tom Andes.

Year in Review
Highlands Coalition Grant

Quarterly Newsletter

Eagle Scout Footbridge

                                                                                                      

In 2019 we applied for a Highlands Coalition Small Grant.

We recently learned that we had been awarded $3000! 

This money was requested for upgrading our website,

developing a quarterly newsletter, a new POWWW brochure

and POWWW banner, and business cards.

The small bridge adjacent to the Eagle Scout footbridge, where 

the Orange Trail crosses the Beaverbrook, has been problematic. 

High water has floated it off its piers several times. Installation of 

cement blocks under the short bridge span has stabilized it. We 

have also anchored the two boardwalks with cables. This work 

has so far prevented any disruption of the critical water crossing.

Trail Easement 

POWWW is pursuing a trail 

easement on a short section of 

the Red-Dot Trail that crosses a 

POWWW member’s property 

before connecting with the 

Red Trail in Jonathan’s Woods.

In 2019 POWWW started sending out seasonal Quarterly News-

letters by email to our members to advertise upcoming events. 

The email list of contacts has risen rapidly to approximately 350. 

We are very excited about this timely way to contact a greatly 

expanded list of interested people.

Deer Exclosure  

MCPC removed the deer

enclosure fence at the 

close of a 10 year experiment

that was deemed

unsuccessful due to difficulty

in keeping the fencing intact.
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Mushroom Identification

Big Sit Birdathon

About 40 people attended, some people

traveled all the way from Bergen County!

The goal of the event was to be able to 

spot and identify dragonflies and

damselflies. 

Dragonfly Hike

Chris Ryerson, a graduate 

student at Rutgers University, 

gave an excellent presentation 

for POWWW on dragonflies

of New Jersey.

Bird Watching

Walk
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Secrets of the Forest and 

Mushroom Identification 

Both events drew large crowds, over 40 

people including several children 

who energetically helped Mike and Nora

search for a variety of flora and fauna.

Secrets of the Forest
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Hawkwatch Hike

New Year’s Day 2019

First Day Hike  

A record number of hikers (more 

than 50) from all over North Jersey 

attended this year’s version of the 

First Day Hike. 

Wildflower Walk AGM Hike 4.



Morris County Parks Commission and

POWWW volunteers worked hard to improve

and expand trails.

MCPC /POWWW Trail Work  

In September volunteers cleared and started blazing the Teal Trail 

that contains part of the old birding loop. They also worked on

improving drainage on Ford Road. In November voluteers worked

on building bridges on the green trail.

Fundraising
Giving Tuesday, held on Dec 3, 2019, was successful, but we were 

not able to secure the match from Facebook as it was immediately 

depleted after the 8 am opening. Donations totaled $280.

A donation totaling $340 was given by his friends in honor of 

board member Dave Blinder for his birthday

Big Sit Birdathon - A hardy group of 30 people managed to spot 

60 different bird species despite unfavorable weather conditions. 

The event allowed attendance by people who wanted to go bird 

watching, but who would not be able to go on a longer hike. The 

event was a very successful fundraiser, yielding a total of $400.

Honorariums
A donation of $200 was given by Blair Schleicher Bravo in honor 

of her mother, Judith Schleicher. Judith and John Schleicher also 

donated $500 toward our great new digital projector at the end 

of last year.

Memorials
Donations totaling $450 were given in memory of Claire Patterson 

in lieu of flowers. A donation of $100 was given in memory of 

Pete Beck by his family. A donation of $200 was given in memory 

of Richard Dowling by Susan Akers and a bench with a plaque 

was placed in his memory.

Denville Trails Advisory Committee
Jim was nominated for appointment to the Denville Trails Advisory 

Committee on January 1. His and POWWW’s primary interest will 

be on establishing connections to Jonathan’s Woods.
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OUR

• Continue to expand our variety of activities 

• Expand our membership and attendees

• Expand our Board of Directors

• Apply for Grants to fund our activities and possible acquisitions

• Acquire additional property close to Jonathan’s Woods to

   preserve as Open Space

• Continue Stewardship of Jonathan’s Woods

• Set up a Legacy and Honorarium Program for potential gift donations

Financial Report
Geoff Millington, Treasurer, reported on

our current finances. As of December, 

2019, our accounts stand as follows:

Santander Checking account….$14,188.00

Valley Bank CD………..................….$20,000.00

TOTAL ..............................................$34,188.00

.

 

Dave Blinder 

Jim Florance

David Kallas                         

John Happy

Richard Holford

POWWW OFFICERS

President: Jim Florance  

Vice President: Michael Leone

Secretary: Richard Holford  

Treasurer:  Geoff Millington

POWWW Board Members | 2020

David Landry

Michael Leone

Maggi Liebig

Geoff Millington

Nora O’Rourke

Jonathan Randall  

Judy Rothstein

Judith Schleicher  

Jeff Scheidecker            

J O I N
VOLUNT     R

DONATE

2020 GOALS

Annual membership dues are 

payable via PAYPAL on 

powww.org

or by check, mailed to:

PO BOX 438 Denville NJ 0783

Membership

Total income for 2019: 

$7407.00 
(dues, donations and interest on savings)

Total expenditures for 2019: 

$5327.00
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